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CAST

Nanyehi (calledWild Rose in childhood, NancyWard by whites).......... . Cheyenne Gagner

Dragging Canoe (Attal<ullakulla's son, War Chief of the Chickamauga)............................. Tommy Cummings

Attakullakulla (Nanyehi's uncle, Peace Chief of the Cherokee)......... ......................Wes Studi

Tenia (Nanyehi's mother).............. .Alaska Rayne Holloway

Oconastota (War Chief of the Overhill Cherokees)........ .....Andy Sanchez

Kingfisher (Nanyehi's first husband), Nunnehi.............. .......Bretly Crawford

BryantWard (Nanyehi's second husband)............................ ..........Sam Briggs

Katie (daughterof Nanyehi and Kingfisher). .....................AmayahAnguiano

Fivekiller (son of Nanyehi and Kingfisher; called Little Fellow in childhood) .................... Thomas Cummings

Teenage Dragging Canoe, Warrior ................ Cole Hogner

Young Sequina, Ensemble........... ................Made1ynn Agnew

Betsy (Nancy and BryantWard's daughter), Nunnehi ......... Leilani Kristina

Virginia, Chotan, Nunnehi, Ensemble......... ..................... Colleen Kirkpatrick

Gov.Wiltiam Lyttelton, GovThomas Jefferson, Ensemble. .Jimmy Finnerty

Longfellow (Nanyehi's brother),Warrior........................... ..............Trey Noe

John Moreland, Warrior.................... ........' Armando Rivera

William Peyton, Warrior, Chotan............... .. Macen Higdon

WhiteWoman #1, Ensemble..... Polly Pickup

Young Dragging Canoe, Ensemble, Chotan........... .........'........... Ryan Altaffer



ORCHESTRA
Piano, Keys BeckY Hobbs

EIectric, Acoustic & Synthesized Guitars.......... ....................... Duane Sciacqua

Guitars & Mandolin ....... Tye Slagle

Synthesizer, Additional Keys................ Farren Mayfield

Bass................ Jim Loftin

Percussion..... ........ Ricky Gonz6lez

Drums............ Rick Gomez
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Musical Conductor/Arranger............. ........................Duane Sciacqua

Fight Choreographer.............. ....Tommy Cummings

Technical Director.......... Fletcher Gross

Properties Manager.......... .....................'Mandy Gross

Costume Designer......... ...................... Cherokee National Treasure Tonia Weavel

Hair and Makeup............ George Miller

Assistant Stage Manager........................... Melissa Burrup

Special thanl<s to Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr',

former Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker, David Hampton

and the Association of the Descendants of NancyWard, Peach Williamson,

the Union High School Theater Department, Cliff WWofford
and Nighthawl< Production/Casting lndigenous Warriors,

and a big thank you to Theatre Tulsa.

This production is dedicated to David Webb, our retired

Executive Producer and forever friend.

Nanyehi's wild turkey feather cape designed

and constructed by Cherokee National Treasure

Shawna Morton Cain.
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coMPosER, co-PLAYWRIGHT & MUSIC DIRECTOR
Becky Hobbs - Born and raised rn Bartesvi le, Okahoma, Becky ts a flfth

great-granddaughter of NancyWard (Nanyeh ) and a Cherokee Nat on

cit zen. Her song, "Angels Among Us," recorded by A abama, Demi Lovato,

Kristin Chenoweth, Scotty YlcCreery and more, has been used to ra se

money for St,]ude Children's Research Hosp tal and many other charities,

Other songs of hers have been recorded by ConwayTwitty, George Jones,

Loretta Lynn, Glen Campbell, Krss, Emmylou Harrrs, John Anderson, Helen

Reddy,Wanda Jackson, the Cherokee Nat ona Youth Choir and more. As

a record ng artist she's had more than 20 Bil board chart sing es, nc uding

"Jones on the Ju<ebox" and aTopTen duet with lYoe Bandy,"Let's Get OverThemTogether," The

"Beckaroo" has per{ormed n more than 40 countres. She was inducted into the Oklahoma l"lusic

Hall of Fame in 20 5 and awarded Cherol<ee National Statesman in2017. www.beckyhobbs.com

DIRECTOR & CO.PLAYWRIGHT
Nick Sweet - Nick has directed more than 50 productions, with al

but 20 n Oklahoma and others inTexas,Aasl<a and Georgia, D recting

the h stor ca outdoor drama "Trail ofTears" at the Cherol<ee Hertage

Center sparked his rnterest rn tr ba h story,While teachtng lterature,

English, communications and humanities at Ol<lahomaWes eyan Un versity,

he rece ved therr Excel ence n Teach ng award and directed the school's

f rst flve musica s. He has been an artist ln res dence for the O<lahoma

Arts Counci s nce the mid- 9BOs.The Amy Kitchener F-oundation named

him Senior Poet Laureate for O<ahoma in 20 lO andTexas in 20 3. He has

wrttenanddrectedthreecentennia productons: "PrdeofthePrairie"and"Ctyof Legends"

lor Bartlesvi le, and "ln Our Own Words" for the Oklahoma School lor the Deal where he

conducted drama residencies from 9Bl )0A8. He is the on y honorary descendant ofthe
Association of the Descendants of NancyWard,

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Sammye Walton Sammye was born and raised n Coffeyv lle, Kansas,

During her studies at Belmont Unrversty n Nashvi le, she f rst met Becky

Hobbs while working for her pub ish ng company, Beckaroo l"lusic Since

then, Sammye has gone on to work n techno ogy, hospita ity, and human

resouTces. She is currently the head ofta ent management at Compass

Sammye res des nTu sa and is a Chero<ee Nation ctizen.

CONDUCTOR/ARRANGER
Duane Sciacqua - From Yadera, Ca ifornia, Duane has been p ay ng music

professionally s nce the e ghth grade, Moving to Los Angeles in 1978, he became

a noted "guitar slinger" playing, record ng and tour ng wth art sts Glenn F-rey and

Joe Wa!sh (The Eagles), Paul lYcCartney, Vince G ll, Gary lYorr s, Rodney Atk ns

and many others. His record ngs have been featured on many telev sion and

motion picture soundtracks, tnclud ng "Air woll" "Hotshots," "Cobra," "Navy Seals,'

,,Nanyehi." He and his wfe, Becky Hobbs, reside rn Nashvlle, He owns Rough Edges Recording Stud o

and wrtes, produces and works as a session guitarist. www.duanesciacqua.com

MUSICAL



PRINCIPAL ACTORS
Cheyenne Gagner (Nanyehi) Cheyenne s a real estate agent and

former Kindergarten teacher lrom Owasso, Oiahoma. A citizen of the

Cherokee Nation, she has been sing ng throughout theTulsa metro area

and the lYrdwest s nce she was 4 years old.This s Cheyenne's third stage

production she s reprisrng her role as Nanyeh fbrthe second time and

recenty played Bette Logan in lYuskogee LittleTheater's productron of
"Heaven CanWat." Cheyenne is honored to play this important and historic

role aga n and s gratelu lor the support from her fam y, lnends and the Cherokee Nat on.

Tommy Cummings (Dragging Canoe) -Tommy s a member of the Creel<

Naton and ChoctawTrbe, He s a l m,voice, and stage actor as well as a

director: and he s p aying the ro e of Draggrng Canoe lor the second time. He

prev ous y played Oconostota n the past several productions, Having stud ed

theatre at Northeastern State Universty, he has been invoved in communty
theatre lorthe past 20 years, playng such famous roles as YissTrunchbuL n

"14atilda," Professor Henry H gg ns in "lYy Fa r Lady" and Unc e Fester in "The

AddamsFamlylYusical."He sgrateful fornotonytheopportuntytopaysuchahstorclgurebut
to aso share the stage wrth h s oldest son,Thomas V playng Fvekller,'

Wes Studi (Attakullakulla) - A slxth great grandson of Nancy Ward, Wes

was rased ln Cherokee County and has become an internationaly accaimed

actor and musicran, Drawing from his life experence,Wes moved aud ences

with unforgettable performances in "Dances with Wolves," "The Last of the

IYohicans," "Geronimo:An Amer can Legend," and "Heat," as we as James

Cameron's "Avatar:" PaulWeitz's "Being Flynn" and Scott Cooper's "Hostiles."

In 20 l9,Wes rece ved the Academy of Ylotlon Picture Arts and Sciences'

GovernorsAward,anhonoraryOscarstatuette,gventohonorextraordinarydsttnction nllfetime

ach evement, He grew up speak ng on y the Cherol<ee language until he entered school He

joined the U,S.Army and served one tour rnVetnam.After an honorable discharge,Wes became

ser ous y involved with Native American po t cs. He joined the Amerlcan indian Ylovement (A lY)

and part crpated n the Trail of Broken Treaties protest march in 977. Afterward,Wes moved to
Tahlequah where he wor<ed for the Cherokee Nat on and ater attended Northeastern Univers ty,

After co1lege, Wes began runn ng h s own horse ranch and became a profbssional horse tra ner: lt

wasduringthserathathebeganactingatTheAmercanlndanTheatreCompany nTulsain 1983,

which he has successfu ly cont nued to the present,

Winnie Guess Purdue (Elder Nanyehi) - A Cherokee Nat on cittzen

and descendant of Sequoyah, at age 9 Wrnn e began a career as a traditional

and ceremonia lndian dancer, per-form ng on "TheToday Show" and "The

Ed Sullivan Show" She became the flrst female to pedorm the "Old Schoo "

Hoop Dance, a groundbreal<ing ach evement. In 20 6 the Cherol<ee Nation

named her one of the flve "Cherokee Women Who Changed the Wor d," and

she has been recognized as a Dream Keeper by the GreaterTulsa Indian Affairs

Commission.W nnie portrayed the elder NancyWard in the short l m "Nanyehi," She appears in

the PBS documentary "searching lor Sequoyah" and Ylart n Scorsese's "Killers olthe F ower Moon,

Named Ollahoma Female Sen orAthlete of theYear in 2004, she was a Sen or Olymp cs gold and

silver medalist in tracl< and fleld lor 20 years,



Sam Briggs (Bryant Ward) Sam has been singing and dancing lor more

than a decade, He has appeared in "Sunday in the Park,,," as George,"Sweeney

Todd" as Anthony "Oklahomal" as Curly and "Les lYis6rables" as Marius Sam was

the winner of the 20 9Tu sa S ngsl compettion and was honored with aTulsa

Award forTheatre Excel ence fbr his work in Theatre Tu sa's "Amadeus," Sam s a

member of the Fr strup ResidentArtist Company atTulsa Opera,

Bretly Crawford (Kingfisher) - Brety s a proud Cherokee Nation citizen

who was raised Shawnee and ceebrates his background Bretly has per-formed

atTheatre West alongs de Sal Sabella, l<nown for his role as the Phantom in the

natronal tou[ and Aust n Winters, a profess onal actor lrom Wlsconsin He has

trained with Yichael 14cKelvey, professor at Carnegie Ylellon Conservatory;

Patr c< Newell, artistic d rector atTheatre West and trainer of the Sweet and

Voice; and Barbara McAlister: an acclaimed opera stan He has also assisted T ffanyTabor: former

rockette in Legally B onde,

Andres "Andy" S6nchez (Oconostota) Currently pres dent of lYus<ogee

LittleTheater, Andy is a native of Aurora, I linois, the youngest of nine chi dren, He

moved toTulsa at a young age, Performances at [YLT nclude "Ch cago" (Amos)

and "The Buddy Holly Story" (RtcheVaens) Andy resdes n lYuskogee wth
h s children Nico as, A yssa, Lara and Sara, a I of whom have been n previous

productions. He previous y portrayed Attaku laku la,

Chrissy Lewis (Sequina) Chrssy has been per form ng for more

than 30 years on stage and in llm. She stud ed theater at the Un versit es

of Texas and Ar zona. She has been active both on and off stage at

the lYus<ogee Litt eTheater for lB years. She playedTen a in the 20 l9
producton and Sequina in 2021 and 2023 She s a proud crtizen of
the IYuscogee/Creek Nation.

Alaska Rayne Holloway (Tenia) Aasl<a was born inTulsa and was rn theatre and chorr

dur ng high school, Afterr,auard, she appeared on Team Blake in "The Voicer" which started her musica

careen She is honored to be a part of"Nanyeh " and return to her mus ca theatre rootsl

Angelina Villegas (Lydia Bean) Angel na has been a part of the production since 20 L3 in

many d fferent roles, both on and olf stage. A dance teacher lor the ast I 5 years, she is ecstatic to be

returning as choreographer this year and to be reprising her role as Lyd a Bean Ange na is proud to

share the stage with her son,Thomas Cummings,

Thomas cummings (Fivekiller) This sThomas'second year n the production. His most

recent ro e was James Broughton n "Blood Boundary" byVickie Lynn lYoonie. He rs happy to be

sharLng the stage with h s dad,Tommy Cummings, and h s mom, AngelinaVillegas'

Kyra Burrup (young Nanyehi) Kyra s 1 2 years o d and in the seventh grade. she

is honored to reprise her role as young Nanyehi forthe fourth yearwith this phenomenal

product on and legendary castl Since age seven, she has worked ln more than 20 theatre

and llm projects. She s also a singer/songwrter who p ays piano. Kyra appreciates the

supportof her lamily and her lavorite 1<tty, W nn e,




